
Go and Tell John
N E W S  F R O M 
C H R I S T  C O M M U N I T Y  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E S  A U G U S T A ,  G A
I N T E R N A L  M E D I C I N E  A N D  P E D I A T R I C S

Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf  hear, the dead are raised up, 
the poor have good news preached to them. And 
blessed is the one who is not offended by me. 

-Jesus
Matthew 11:2-3

   Volume 3, Issue 1			      								        March 2011

By Charlene Young
The newest physician to join the 

staff at Christ Community Health 
Services Augusta (CCHSA) is 30-year 
old Dr. Russ Ayers. A soft spoken man, 
he is laid back and as relaxed as a lazy 
boy recliner. But when it comes to his 
profession, family and faith, he is all 
business.

 “We went to church a lot when 
I was growing up, but I didn’t 
understand what was going on at the 
time,” says Dr. Ayers who was raised 
on a beef cattle farm in Carrollton, 
Georgia, about 20 miles from the 
Alabama border. He has one older 
brother, and his parents still live there. 
His father works for the department 

CCHSA welcomes Dr. Russ Ayers 
of agriculture, and his mother is a 
teacher.

“I didn’t give my life to Christ 
until medical school. I started going 
to the Medical Campus Outreach 
(MCO) events during medical school 
at MCG, and I’m still involved.”

MCO and God led him to First 
Presbyterian Church in downtown 
Augusta. At first he just started 
visiting, but joined after becoming 
impressed with the church’s mission 
focus, and the support it gives to 
several missionaries.

Since then, Dr. Ayers has been on 
several mission trips himself. He’s 
been to the Philippines, Ethiopia, 
and Bangladesh. He met his wife 

Dr. Russ Ayers

continued on page 3

$175,000 Matching Grant!
We are excited to announce that an anonymous donor has given $175,000 to Christ Community 
Health Services with the challenge that we match that amount with donations for the Widows 
Home.  That would generate a total of $350,000.

“We are at an important point in the Widows Home project,” said Executive Director Jeff Drake.  
“The first phase of construction ($1,800,000) is on schedule to be complete in June.  Ideally, the 
remaining $700,000 will come in so we can complete the entire project without having to stop 
construction.  This challenge and the momentum it provides could not have come at a better 
time.”

Will you help us meet this challenge? Go to our web site (www.christcommunityaugusta.org) and 
click the “Give Direct” button or use the enclosed envelope to send your gift today.

Any funds already designated for the Give CCHSA a Lift elevator campaign are included in this 
match and will be counted toward the $175,000! Thank you for your support!  

of 5 years, Karen, on the trip to the 
Philippines. It’s ironic. They had been 
attending the same school for years 
but didn’t meet until the trip. Karen 
is a pediatric nurse, and they have a 4 
month old daughter, Ella, who is a doll.
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In the midst of this, one thing has 
not changed: Our mission.  We are here 
to proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and to 
demonstrate His love through affordable 
health care. Part of the reason our mission 
does not change is because the foundation 
of our ministry, Christ Himself, does not 
change.  Hebrews 13:8 reminds us that 
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  

So, while we are changing our clocks, wrestling with 
new medical records systems, and trying to figure out how 
to equip the Widows Home, we can take comfort in the 
unconditional certainty that Christ is with us whatever else 
may come our way.

As I write this column, I am still trying to shake off the 
effects of the change to daylight savings time.  It’s amazing 
how a change as minor as ‘losing’ one hour can have such 
an impact on us.  

Lately change seems to be the norm here at Christ 
Community Health Services. Just since the first of the year 
we moved our administrative offices to create more exam 
rooms at our D’Antignac Street health center, upgraded 
our electronic medical records system (the heartbeat of our 
operation), installed a new phone system (that will carry 
over to the Widows Home when we make that move) and 
expanded our operating hours.

While changes like this always have their challenges, 
they are also exciting because they allow us to expand our 
ministry and are setting the stage for the big change that is 
now only months away:  our move to the Widows Home.

Dear Christ Community Health:

My letter to you is about giving thanks to all who work for or with 

Doctor’s Robert Campbell and Grant Scarborough. This letter is to thank 

all of the staff and all the Nurse Practitioners who work here as well.

This letter is to say thank you all for the nurses, Practice Administra-

tor, Billing Manager, Patient Care Assistant, to Administrative Assistant. 

I could go on but at the risk of missing someone I’ll stop at this point. 

When I first came to CCHSA, I thought I was going to die fairly soon. 

I was lucky enough to find Dr. Grant Scarborough. Well, I thought at the 

time it was luck.  I soon realized that it was not due to luck at all. It was 

GOD who had put me at CCHSA and I found myself with the warm glow 

of GOD’s love all around me. This for me was something I had never 

been a part of. I was so surprised when I realized, that this place was not 

just a place that a Doctor said to you, “You have this wrong with you and 

take this and you will be ok in a few weeks.” 

Not at all, this was a place of healing the sick and for people who 

needed more to live for. This was a place where the staff prayed for me 

to get better. This was a place that called you to see if you were get-

ting better and if not, what could they help with?  If it was to see a very 

overworked doctor and staff, or if they could pray for you over the phone 

and let you know that not only did they love and care about you, but that 

GOD cares about you too. They are all angels of the LORD as far as I 

can see. I am now 63 and these wonderful and loving folks (southern for 

people) are the reason I feel that I may live to be 100, or maybe not a 

100, but a real long time. I could go into all my war stories but you will 

not have time to read all of that. 

Please let me say thanks again to you all for your prayers and all 

you do for me. I have been trying to get over being shy and not been able 

to talk.  If I could say thanks to Mr. Clay Boardman for your new future 

home and to MCG.  I really see all of you on a mission for and with 

GOD to help as many people as you can. Thank you all for caring.

C.W.

[We recently received this letter from a patient.] Give CCHSA a LIFT!

The “Give CCHSA a Lift” campaign has 
raised more than $10,000 for the Widows 
Home elevator. That has been doubled 
to $20,000 with the Matching Grant (see 
page 1).
 
R.W. Allen (our contractor) has identified 
a vendor who will provide and install the 
elevator at a reduced cost of $60,000. 
We’re 1/3 of the way there!

There is still time to participate in this 
special campaign. Will you make a 
donation today? To give online just go 
to our web site and click “Give Direct” 
or use the enclosed envelope and help 
Give CCHSA a Lift!

Special thanks to St. John 
United Methodist Church in 
Augusta.  The February 20 
Concert with a Cause to 
benefit CCHSA raised more 
than $2,000.  The concert 
featured an incredible 
performance by piano 
duo Marina Lomazov and 
Joseph Rackers.  For more 
information on the Concerts 
with a Cause series, check 
the St. John UMC web site
www.stjohnaugusta.org.
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CCHSA welcomes Dr. Russ Ayers
“Going on mission trips helps you 

to see how big God is when you see 
Him work among people with so little 

and so different from ourselves,” Dr. 
Ayers says.

This summer, Dr. Ayers and many 
students from MCG, are taking a 
missionary journey into the Peruvian 
Amazon. The jungle covers more than 
60% of Peru, yet only 5% of Peruvians 
live there. It is second in size only to 
the Brazilian Amazon. As the medical 
director of the trip, Dr. Ayers is in 

charge of making all medical decisions.
Since finishing school last June as 

a board certified specialist in family 
medicine, Dr. Ayers 
spends one week each 
month at University 
Hospital and his other 
time at CCHSA. In his 
chosen field, he focuses 
on primary care for the 
entire family as a unit, 
not just individuals, 
from birth to death. 

At the same 
time it provides an 
opportunity to share 

the gospel of Christ with others, and 
to pray for their renewed health. Each 
day at CCHC is begun with prayer and 
worship.

“Patients do get saved here,” says 
Dr. Ayers. “We are here to build 
spiritual relationships with people as 
well as help them in their sicknesses, 
so we can speak the truth of the gospel 
into their lives, wherever they are in 

continued from page 1

their current situation.”
To emphasize that fact, Dr. Ayers 

says the latest scripture God laid on 
his heart is Isaiah 61: 1-4. But the 
first verse is the good doctor in a 
nutshell.

“The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me; because the Lord has 
anointed me to preach good tidings 
unto the meek; he has sent me to 
bind up the broken hearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of prison to them that 
are bound.”

Medical Director Robert Campbell 
said, “We enjoyed having Russ 
here as a resident and were hoping 
he would come and join our staff. 
Now, that hope has been realized. 
He has already become a key part 
of our provider team. He and Karen 
moved into the neighborhood near 
the Widows Home which is an 
indication that they take to heart the 
incarnational aspect of our ministry.”

Widows Home Construction
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2010 Year in Review 
Dear Family and Friends,

I am pleased to report that the return on your investment in Christ Community Health Services in 2010 
includes thousands of opportunities to share the love of Christ with our patients, a staff that is dedicated to 
caring for those with limited access to affordable health care and significant progress on the Widows Home 
renovation project.  

It is easy to get caught up in the number of patients, the number of lab draws, or the number of staff members 
we have. But the important thing to remember is that your investment in Christ Community Health Services 
made it possible for us to touch more than 5,000 individuals with the love of Jesus Christ. Those encounters 
often have eternal results. It is hard to imagine a better return for your investment.  

We appreciate your generosity as we raise funds to complete the Widows Home and for our day-to-day 
operations. On behalf of the staff and the board of directors, thank you for your support, your prayers and your 
encouragement.

Jeff Drake
Executive Director

2010 Highlights
•	 Completed almost 9,500 patient visits
•	 Touched the lives of more than 5,000 individual patients with the love of Christ
•	 Added Russ Ayers, M.D. to our provider staff in August 
•	 Began the renovations at the Widows Home
•	 Conducted multiple health screenings in Augusta Housing Authority 
	 neighborhoods and at other community events
•	 Submitted our application to become a Federally Qualified Health Center



“Thanks to all CCHSA 2010 Donors” 
1 Hour Optical 
Mr. & Mrs. Robb Adams
Melissa and Matt Aitken
American Concrete
Mrs. Dorothy T. Amerson
Dr. Stanley J. Anderson
Anonymous
Dr. Jeremy Anthony
Augusta Associates Of Endodontics
Augusta Civil War Roundtable 
Dr. Emmanuel C. Ngoh
Augusta ENT 
Augusta First Bank & Trust 
Dr. and Mrs. Lee Baker
Vic and Jennifer Baker
Bank of America Foundation
Bill and Opal Bartlett
Drs. Eman and Reda Bassali
Bath Presbyterian Church 
Mary and Julian Battle
Dr. and Mrs. Gary Beaudreau
Bell Family Foundation 
Ms. Summer Finley Bell
Mr. & Mrs. Hal Beman
Mrs. Clara K. Benfield
Ms. Laura Berry
Jean and Fred Blackmon
Dr. and Mrs. Allen Blalock
Anne Gordon Harper Blanchard Foundation, Inc.
Blanchard & Calhoun Insurance
Mary and Keith Blevins
Mrs. Ann Boardman
Mr. and Mrs. Braye Boardman
Mr. Clay Boardman
Patti and Jim Bodden
Amy and Scott Boeke
Jenn and Patrick Boulineau
Mrs. Jean A. Bowles
Ricardo and Maureen Bravo
June and Charles Broome
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Brown
Dr. Solomon K. Brown
Mr. & Mrs. Linn Brucker
Wendy and Mel Buckner
Mr. George B. Burrus
Busby’s Inc. 
Mr. Stephen Butler
Dr. Allan C. Campbell
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Campbell
Capital City Ambulance 
Ms. Laurie Carden
Sharon and Lawrence Carey
Carpentersville Baptist Church
Dr. and Mrs. Larry Carter
Center For Oral & Maxillofacial Associates
Chic-Fil-A
Mr. Joel Chitty
Christian Support Foundation 
The Church of the Good Shepherd 
Gaye and Jim Clark
Patricia and William Colbert
Mr. C. Earl Coleman
The Community Foundation for the CSRA
Ms. Donna C. Conrad
Mr. Hubert E. Cooke
Ms. Jeanette C. Cooper
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Cotton
Emily and Gary Cowart
Sarah M. Crawford
Ms. Diane	  Crean
Creel-Harison Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. George W. Cross
Reid and Dean Crowe
Mr. Jim Cruickshank
CSRA Document Solutions
Curtis Baptist Church 
Dr. & Mrs. David Curtis
Judy Dabney
Mr. Michael S. Danforth
Elsie and C.M. Davis
Mr. & Mrs. Glenn E. Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Day
Mr. Rick Deas
Terese and Art Denney
Pat and Steve Dent
Floride and Neal Dickert
Doctors Hospital 
Mr. Turner Douglas
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Driver
Dr. Celia P. Dunn
Mrs. Mamie F. Dye

Dr. and Mrs. Ron Eaker
East Georgia Fence & Construction
Mr. and Mrs. Cliff Eckles
Electrical Design Consultants
Mr. and Mrs. S. Herbert Elliott
Dr. and Mrs.Christopher Ewart
E-Z-GO Textron 
Mary and John Fain
Lynn and Rob Feero
Fireside Outdoor Kitchens 
First Presbyterian Church 
Mr. Chip Fisher
Fletcher, Harley & Fletcher, LLP
Mr. and Mrs. John Franks
Mr. Rabun Frost
Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship
Mr. Shayne George
Georgia Bank & Trust 
Georgia Power Foundation, Inc.
Ms. Sarah Giddings
Cathy Gilbert
Carly and Matthew Gilchrist
Gail L. Graczyk
Ms. Virginia Graham
Greenbrier High School National Honor Society
Mr. Wendall Gresham
Dr. Gregory M. Griffin
Ms. Susan K. Guilford
Elizabeth and Winston Hancock
Rachel and Claude Harbarger
Judioth and Dennis Harville
Mr. and Mrs. Will Hatcher, III
Margo and Roger Henderson
Ms. Alison Henson
Ms. Mary Anne Hill
Dr. R Hal Hobbs
Ms. Karen Hobbs
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Hudson
Anne and Thomas Huff
Mr. and Mrs. James Hull
Nancy and William Hussey
Ms. Irene Ivy
J.A. Stafford Co. Inc. 
Ms. Teresa J. Jackson
Fran and Jack Jagoditsch
Jean J. Jeudy
Dr. Paul Karmin
Dr. Lawrence P. Keegan
Bobette and Charles Keller
R.C. Kilpatrick
Kiokee Baptist Church 
Kiwanis Club Of Augusta Charitable Trust
Dr. & Mrs. J. Malcolm Kling
Knox Charity Fund, Inc. 
Knox Foundation
Angie and Hamilton Kuhlke
Lakemont Presbyterian Church
Ms. Lindsey Lantz
Mrs. Joan Lee
Sandra and Leonard Daniel
Rev. and Mrs. Peter Letchford
Ms. Jennifer Leverett
Mr. Kristopher Lewis
Pearl Lewis
MG. and Mrs. Aaron L. Lilley
Ms. Barbara J. Lindgren
Mr. J. Stanley Lindgren
Lions Club Of Aiken
Ms. Jane Lively
Dr. Grant Q. Loo
Mr. Melvin Lord
Minister Johnny E. Lowe
Mr. Jack Loyd
Lutheran Church Of The Resurrection 
Rebecca S. Lyle
Ms. Krystal K. Lyon
Macuch Steel Products 
Mr. Andrew M. Magruder
Dr. Deborah Y. Makerson
Mr. Daniel Marshall
Martinez Evans Rotary Club
Jennifer Maslyn
Darlyne and Tommy Mathewes
Janet and Walter Mauldin
Mr. John McClellan
Mr. John T. McCollum
Dr. and Mrs. Bill McCord
Mr. and Mrs. Larry McCrary
Mr. and Mrs. Greig McCully
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh M. McCutcheon

Patricia S. McGee Foundation 
Kristin and Jim McLaughlin
Mr. Chuck McRee
Mr. and Mrs. Simon Medcalfe
Dr. Phillip Miller
Ms. Sarah E. Mizelle
Ms. Naomi S. Monge
Helen and Russ Morgan
Mr. and Mrs. Byron Morris
Mr. M. V. Muir
Mr. Brian J. Mulherin
Mr. Robert Mullis
Dr. and Mrs. Tony Neal
Nicholas Dickinson & Associates, PC
Mr. & Mrs. Rob Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Cameron Nixon
Jean and Alfred  Nutt
Mr. and Mrs. David Nye
Karen Otis
Denise Posey Parham
Mr. & Mrs. Ashley Paulk
Peachtree Planning Corporation
Belinda and Jimmy Peebles
Ms. Charlotte.Petersen
Petsch Respiratory Services 
Philadelphia United Methodist Church
Beth and Joe Pollack
Dr. and Mrs. Eddie Porubsky
Ms. Faye Powell
R.T. Smith & Associates
Mr. Rick Allen
Ms. Delane Ramey
Jennifer L Riley
Mr. Walker Hopkins
Cheri and Michael Robinson
Charlotte Haynes Robuck Family Foundation	
Rogers and Andrews Orthodontic Partnership	
Angela and Randall Sanders
Ms. Sarah Sanders
Ms. Kelly Sartin
Savannah River Remediation 
Dr. and Mrs. Grant Scarborough
Sandy and Otis Scarborough
Mrs. Sandy Scarborough
Mrs. Judith P. Schoultz
Dr. and Mrs. Edouard Servy
Martha and Tim Shafer
Nila P Shellito
Shewmake Steel Erection, Inc. 
Mr. and Mrs. Leroy Simkins
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Simon
Mrs. Barbara Sims
Linda and Ron Skenes
Sarah and Ronnie Skenes
Joyce and Roy Smith
Laurie and Steve Smith
Mr. Woodrow Smith
Mr. Trent Snyder
Mr. William Spindle
St. Joseph Foundation 
Chanteal & Bo Stapler
Charmelle Staples
State Farm Insurance/Matt Willis 
Mr. Robert S. Steele
Mr. Matt Sterner
Ms. Katherine Stewart
Bonnie and Daniel Stinnett
Mr. and Mrs. Barry Storey
Mr. Craig Sweat
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Taylor
Carolyn and William Teets
The Hill Baptist Church
Charles and Beverly Thompson
Cindy Thompson
Cynthia L. Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. David Todd
Trinity Hospital
Patti L. Trotter
John and Linda Tucciarone
United Loan & Firearms  
University Health Care Foundation
URS Washington Division 
Sue and Robert Vargo
Ms. Tracey Videtto
Wachovia Wells Fargo Foundation  
D. B. Walter
Walton Rehabilitation Health System
Mary Warren Foundation Inc.
Ms. Charlotte H. Watkins
Dr. and Mrs. William Weston III

Kimberly and Jerry White
Ms. Rebecca Whitley
Sandee and David Whittaker
Mr. J.K. Widener
Widows Home Foundation 
Mr. & Mrs. Skip Wiggins
C. and D.B. Williams
Dr. Charles A Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Frank B. Williams
Shannon & Brandon Williams
Ms. Anahita Williamson
Breand and Hance Williamson
Mr. Curtis Williamson
Karon and Don Williamson
Stacy Williamson
R.C & .D.R Willing
Pam and Matt Willis
Rebekah G. Wilson
Women In Philanthropy
Ms. Mae L. Wong
Mr. Will Wright
Ms. Frances Yarbrough
Bettie S. Yonker

In Honor of
Mr. and Mrs. R. Lawrence Ashe
Debbi Baker
Mr. and Mrs. David Bell
Mr. Hal D. Beman, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Hal Beman, III
Dr. and Mrs. Keith  Blevens
Jennifer Borders
Mr. and Mrs. Byron  Brown 
Marianne Craft
Mr. and Mrs. Warren Daniel
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Day
Mr. Jeff  Drake
Rev. and Mrs. Robert Fain
Mr. and Mrs. Robert W. Hawes
Anders Henson
Bill Henson
Krista Henson
Alison  Henson
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Hudson
Mr. and Mrs. Dessey L. Kuhlke
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Kuhlke, Jr
Maj. Gen. and Mrs Aaron L. Lilley, Jr.
Angela Marsengill
Mr. and Mrs. J. Milton Martin
Meghan and Rob Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. David Nye
Dr. and Mrs. Kyle  O’Neal
Kara Pfau
Mrs. Jewell Pierce
Kelly  Sartin
Mrs. Sandy Scarborough
The Scarborough Girls
Dr. and Mrs. Charles F. Shaefer
Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie P. Skenes
Linda and Ron Skenes
Mr. Ed Sweat
Dr. and Mrs. Bill  Trotter, IV
Micheal Walters
Brenda and Hance Williamson
Drs. Avis and Peter Yount

In Memory of
Mr. Jack  Bowles
Caroline Jones  Smith
Jeane  Spindle
Ouida Storey
Cindy Storey
Diane Storey
Mrs. Debbie Williams
Mr. Ralph Wong
Venona Wong

Donate on Line!
 

www.christcommunityaugusta.org
Thank you for your support!
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Board of  Directors
 
Gary M. Beaudreau, DMD
Chairman

Vic Baker
Julian Battle
Thomas R. Burnside, III
Cathy Gilbert
Margo Henderson, FNP
Eman Kaldas, MD
Earnest Smith

Executive Director
Jeff  Drake

Providers
Robert Campbell, MD
Grant Scarborough, MD
Russ Ayers, M.D.
Katie Driver, APRN-BC
Rebecca Lyle, APRN-C

Mission: Christ Community Health Services Augusta exists to proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and to demonstrate His love by providing affordable 
quality primary healthcare to the underserved of  Augusta.
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Widows Home Update
- Exterior brickwork on the addition complete

- First floor framing compete


