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" Faith, healing

R e S

Clinic ministers to 5odies and souls in a building that needs yourhelp

enjamin Franklin had an
amusing take on the inter-

section of spirituality and

medicine: “God heals, and the
doctor takes the fees.”

But two Augusta physicians
are working a different corner
of the intersection — more God,
fewer fees.

~ Christ Community Health
Services broke ground this
week at the beautiful old
Widows Home on Greene Street.
Originally built to house and
care for impoverished women
and their children, the 42-room .

‘building is being renovated for a
new mission of caring.

Christ Community was found-
ed by Drs. Robert Campbell and
Grant Scarborough in 2007, and
formerly operated out of a reno-
vated warehouse on D’Antignac
Street, behind University
Hospital. Their goal was to

build, as Dr. Campbell once put

it, “a clinic that I'd bring my
mother to.”

" Their refreshing premise is
this: The most effective patient
care isn’t restricted to improving
a person’s physical well-being.
Treatment is best conducted in a
more home-type environment in
‘which all aspects of a patient’s

‘health can be addressed - in-
cluding spiritual health.
“Everybody that comes in
here is created in God’s image,”
Dr. Scarborough has said, “and
we have to treat them that way.”
There certainly hasn’t been
a shortage of patients for Christ
.Community - especiallyin a
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Christ Community Health Services’ new facility is at the old Widows
Home on Greene Street. The clinic stresses physical and spiritual healing.

county where almost 25 percent
of residents live below the pov-
erty level. More than 75 percent
of the practice’s patients have
no health insurance. Patiénts
pay on a sliding-fee scale based
on income and the size of their
households. An office visit can
cost as little as $25.

Drs. Campbell and
Scarborough are medical mis-
sionaries - and, like all mission-
aries, they are nonprofit and
rely on donations. Contractor
R.W. Allen, for example, is gen-
erously donating professional
time and talent to the project.

The doctors are more than
halfway to their $3.1 million goal
to fully renovate the Widows
Home, and you couldn’t find
many better ways to spend your

charitable dollars than to invest -

in doctors who strive to heal
bodies and souls.

Money can be sentto Christ
Community Health Services
Augusta, PO. Box 2344, Augusta,

- GA 30903-2344. Also, the Web

site christcommunityaugusta.org. |
includes a GiveDirect feature so
you can donate online. i
Christ Community very well
could become an island of com-
fortable certainty for patients

 as America enters the world of

Obamacare “reform,” where
white-knuckled physicians are
bracing for negative impact.

But Dr. Campbell has the
right idea.

“I think the most effective
reform is on an individual,
one-on-one basis of people
moving into communities and
moving into neighborhoods with
a service mentality,” he said.

- “That’s reform of the heart and
is the most likely reform to suc-
ceed.” : '



